2OO                                MY    FATHER

" Remember, Liberals and Tories were allowed to see
Banking magnates. The Cabinet, however, from first to
Iast5 was never allowed to meet these financial dictators
face to face, neither did we sec the Tories and Liberals;
their conversations came to us second-hand*

"For myself, I refused to stick to the fleshpots of office
and betray the poor on whose confidence and votes my
whole public life depended. Also, as an Englishman, I
refused to accept the blatant dictation of American and
British bankers, led by the Bank of England and Treasury
officials,

"We waited in Downing Street for telephone messages
from New York. The Deputy-Governor of the Bank of
England and some of his colleagues were in one com-
mittee room waiting, so they said, to receive the message,
and a message was read to the Cabinet,

"In a world of abundance, the money-mutldlers and
greedy usurers demand that masses shall starve.

"We in Britain have often led the world in peaceful,
ordered change. We can do it again/'

All italics are mine.

The idea that father was perfectly happy getting
on with his job at the Office of Works, looking after
ancient monuments and inaugurating "Lansbury
Lidos" is quite erroneous. The work which made
him popular he took in his stride. Behind the scenes
Tie trifcd to compel his colleagues to try at least to
carry out their election programme and promises*